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TideLines District uses instant contact system

Senator Toomey and 
Judge Jones speak to  
PAHS classes. 
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      PAHS Juniors This summer, juniors 

Brandon Crespo, 
Caitlin Croley, Laura 
Dallago, Stephen 
Domaratzky and 
Alyssa Riegel spent 
a week getting 
better acquainted 
with American free 
enterprise during the 
Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week, held 
at Lycoming College. 
The week-long 
conference was held 
four times over the 
summer. Domaratzky 
and Riegel attended 
July 8-14 while 
Crespo, Croley and 
Dallago attended 
July 29 - August 4. 
Room, board and 
transportation were 
paid for through 
scholarships from local 
businesses. 
 During the week, 
students were put into 
groups and simulated 
the running of their 
own business for three 
years. Each group 
was guided by a 
professional business 
person as its mentor, 
and teens heard 
from motivational 
speakers. The student 
businesses also 
competed to see 
which ones excelled 
in various areas of 
the business field, 
including stocks, 
advertising, profits and 
management. 
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When one thinks of 
school delays or 

closings, what comes to 
mind? Sitting in front of 
the television on an early 
winter morning, hoping 
for Pottsville Area School 
District to scroll across 
the screen? Checking 
the local news station’s 
website to see if Pottsville 
is on the closings list? 
What if these alerts could 
be immediately sent to 
a parent’s email or cell 
phone?
 The district will 
use the services of 
SchoolReach, an instant 
parent contact program, 
starting in the 2012-
2013 school year. The 
program alerts parents 
to school cancellations, 
emergency notifications, 
general announcements, 
bus route changes and 
absentee notifications.
 “Last year we had 
to lock down the high 
school. With a situation 
like that, I could quickly 
get on and say it’s 
nothing major, just a 
safety precaution, and if 
there’s more information, 
I’ll get it out to the 
parents. That way parents 
and the community can 
get the same exact 
message in seconds; 
they can receive the 
message from myself or 
the automated system,” 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, PASD 
superintendent, said.
 The mission of the 
SchoolReach program 
is to help schools 
contact parents and to 
empower principals and 

administrators.
 “I think it sounds 
like a good program. 
It’ll really help parents 
and students receive 
information quickly and 
efficiently,” junior Ben 
Serano said.
  Paperwork was sent 
home to parents on 
the first day of school 
that allowed parents to 
choose from options 
such as receiving an 
automated voice call, 
emails or text messages 
at no cost to them.
 “What we do is 
download all of the 
parents’ information and 
send it to SchoolReach, 
and they’ll input that 

information into their 
database,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said. 
 SchoolReach aids 
schools in motivating, 
engaging and informing 
parents with information 
in an efficient manner. 
Some benefits of 
the program include 
increased parent 
satisfaction with the 
school and increased 
school attendance.
 “I like the idea of the 
system because of the 
miscommunication it 
can prevent. I saw the 
same thing used in a 
vacation resort with the 
cancellation of a parade,” 
Mrs. Bonnie Serano, 

parent, said.
 The SchoolReach 
system is used by 
thousands of public and 
private schools across all 
50 states. SchoolReach 
also has a Facebook 
page, a Twitter account 
and a blog for parents 
and administrators to 
access.
 “I want to try to 
keep the lines of 
communication as open 
as possible. The more 
we can communicate, 
hopefully the fewer 
problems we have. 
SchoolReach becomes 
a key piece of this 
communication,” Dr. 
Zwiebel said.

Meet the district’s 
new teachers and 
staff members.

Keystone tests 
administered at PAHS 
in lieu of PSSAs. 

Summer programs 
prepare students 
for the future. 

Juniors experience PA 
Free Enterprise Week

VIEW — Junior Karlie Janowski checks her phone after giving a tour of PAHS to incoming 
freshmen. Students and parents will be able to get alerts sent to their cell phones and emails 
with SchoolReach, an instant contact program. Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, superintendent,  will be able 
to send alerts such as school cancellations, emergency notifications, general announcements, 
bus route changes, parent polls and absentee notifications instantly with the program. 
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By: Kelsey Hranchock

PAHS Junior

Senator Toomey and Judge Jones educate Pottsville Area 
High School seniors about the United States Constitution 

VOCALIZE — Senator Patrick “Pat” Toomey speaks to the PAHS 
senior class during a special assembly on Constitution Day.  
Sen. Toomey was elected to the United States Senate in 2010. 
The Senator spoke about the Constitution, its history and how 
unique he thinks the Constitution is during the assembly. The 
Senator also voiced his opinion on different political matters 
and answered questions the seniors asked him.
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The 225th anniversary 
of Constitution 

Day was celebrated 
September 17 at 
Pottsville Area High 
School and throughout 
the country. 
 The holiday 
recognizes the adoption 
of the United States 
Constitution and those 
who have become U.S. 
citizens because of it. 
 Patrick “Pat” Toomey, 
United States Senator 
for Pennsylvania, and 
Judge John E. Jones 
III spoke about the 
U.S. Constitution and 
its extensive history 
in a special assembly 
for the senior class. 
The presentation was 
organized by Dr. Jeffrey 
Zwiebel, Pottsville 
Area School District 
superintendent. 
 “It is a great 
opportunity to have 
two people who are 
involved in the legislative 
and judicial branches 

EXAMINE — United States District Judge John Jones views 
his notes during his presentation to the PAHS senior class. He 
was appointed by President George W. Bush in 2002. He spoke 
to the senior class about the Constitution and how he believes 
it’s important to teach Americans about the formative years 
of the country. Judge Jones also spoke to seniors in their 
government classes.
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of government come 
to the school and talk 
about the Constitution,” 
Mr. Howard Merrick, 
government teacher, 
said.
 Prior to being elected 
to the U.S. Senate, Sen. 
Toomey served as the 
U.S. Representative 
for Pennsylvania’s 15th 
congressional district 
from 1999 to 2005. 
He was sworn into the 
U.S. Senate in January 
2011. Sen. Toomey 
serves on the Budget, 
Banking, Commerce 
and Joint Economic 
committees. He also 
is the ranking member 
on the Commerce 
Committee’s Consumer 
Protection, Product 
Safety and Insurance 
Subcommittee. After 
being introduced by Dr. 
Zwiebel, Sen. Toomey 
spoke to the senior 
class about himself and 
the Constitution. Judge 
Jones followed.
 Judge Jones was 
appointed by President 
George W. Bush as a 

federal judge on the 
United States District 
Court for the Middle 
District of Pennsylvania 
in February 2002. He 
is best known for his 
presiding role in the 
Kitzmiller vs. Dover Area 
School District case in 
which the teaching of 
intelligent design in public 
schools was ruled to be 
unconstitutional.
 “I knew that it was the 
225th anniversary of the 
Constitution, so I thought 
where better to go than 
my hometown high 
school,” Judge Jones 
said. 
 Sen. Toomey and 
Judge Jones both 
quoted and discussed 
the Constitution with 
the seniors. Sen. 
Toomey focused on 
the understanding of 
how unique America is 
because of the freedom 
that is allowed and how 
the document shows 
that.
 “The Constitution is the 
‘how’ for protecting our 
liberty; the Declaration 
of Independence is the 
‘why,’” Sen. Toomey said.
 Judge Jones took a 
different approach to the 
discussion, favoring the 
history of the Constitution 
instead of the content 
of it. 
 He spoke about 
how the delegates 
who composed the 
Constitution were all 
too human and how 
unbelievable it was that 
they wrote something so 
significant by themselves. 
 Judge Jones also 
focused on how 
important it is to teach 
Americans about the 
formative years of 
the country and the 
government. He spoke 

about how he believes 
the younger generation 
should be informed 
about the government so 
that they can make better 
decisions when they’re 
adults.
 “A lot of students 
don’t necessarily have 
a political background 
and don’t know what’s 
going on. [Sen. Toomey 
and Judge Jones] 
speaking may give [the 
students] more ideas 
and a realization with the 
government in general,” 
senior Dominique 
Dudash said.
 The presentation 
ended with an open 
question and answer 
discussion when the 
seniors could talk to 
Sen. Toomey and Judge 
Jones.
 “I thought the 
questions were 
remarkably good. I’m 
thrilled to see how 
engaged the students 
are. It reaffirms my faith 
that there are leaders 
of tomorrow and their 
questions tend to prove 

that,” Judge Jones said.
 The seniors asked 
questions about the 
Senator’s and Judge’s 
political opinions. Senior 
Randy Rubright asked 
the Senator whether the 
Constitution should be 
interpreted strictly or as a 
set of guidelines.
 “Senator Toomey 
answered my question 
with his own opinion. 
Which is what I asked 
for when I directed my 
question at him. I was 
actually fortunate enough 
to get Judge Jones to 
jump in as well,” Rubright 
said. 
 After the presentation, 
Judge Jones spoke 
to Mr. Merrick’s and 
Mrs. Pamela Delenick’s 
government classes 
about the Constitution.
 “[The students] are 
the leaders of tomorrow, 
and it’s in my interest as 
a citizen to make sure 
that the next generation 
is engaged and ready 
to lead. That’s why I do 
these things,” Judge 
Jones said.
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 It is with great pride and pleasure 
I welcome you and your family to 
the 2012-2013 school year in the 
Pottsville Area School District. With 
our new staff and administrators 
in place, we experienced a smooth 
opening of the new school year. It 
is hard to believe we are already in 
the month of October, although our 
students have quickly fallen back 
into the swing of their school and 

activity schedules.
 One of the highlights of this issue of Wavelengths is the 
introduction of 20 new members to our staff. The administrative 
team conducted interviews with several potential teaching 
and administrative candidates last spring. While it was a long 
and painstaking process, we are confident that our new staff 
members will add to the meaning of TIDE: Tradition, Integrity, 
Dedication and Excellence.
 Also included in this issue is an article on the upcoming 
Keystone Exams. These exams replace the PSSA test for high 
school juniors in Pennsylvania and will count towards Adequate 
Yearly Progress for our high school. The exams will count as a 
graduation requirement beginning with the class of 2017 (the 
current 8th grade class). Juniors will begin taking this test 
December 3-14, in the subjects of Algebra I and Literature. The 

biology Keystone Exam will be administered in May. 
 Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled on November 
12 and 14 for John S. Clarke Elementary Center; November 15 
and 20 for D.H.H. Lengel Middle School; and November 19 for 
Pottsville Area High School. All conferences will be held from 
6 to 8 p.m. These conferences are critical to your children’s 
success in school and to keeping the lines of communication 
open between home and school. You will be able to have a 
private conference with your children’s teachers. You will have 
the opportunity to monitor the progress of your child after the 
first marking period of the year has been completed.  
 Please keep in mind, however, that it is not necessary to wait 
until these scheduled conferences to contact a teacher when a 
potential academic/discipline problem exists.  Faculty members 
are always available for private appointments and/or phone 
conferences upon requests.
 I enjoy working with all of our students, staff, parents and 
community to help ensure the Pottsville Area School District 
offers a world-class education.
      Sincerely,

New school year brings changes to district
Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Girl Scouts in Troop 1067 work to achieve Gold Awards

Ours is a circle of 
friends united by 

ideals,” Juliette Gordon 
Low, founder of the Girl 
Scouts of America, said.
 Juniors Corinne 
Bricker, Jessica 
McGovern, Rebecca 
Ohnmacht and Adalie 
Zanis are in Troop 1067 
under the leadership of 
Ms. Lisa McGovern. All of 
the girls in the troop are 
working toward their Girl 
Scout Gold Award, and 
Jessica McGovern and 
Ohnmacht have already 
initiated their projects. 
 “[The girls are] the 
future of tomorrow,” Ms. 
McGovern said.
 Low initiated the Girl 
Scout Gold Award. It 
is given to Girl Scouts 
between the ages of 14 
and 18 who show effort, 
leadership and an impact 
on their communities. The 

award helped girls focus 
on leadership, service, 
skill development and 
career exploration.
 In order to receive the 
award, one must spend 
80 hours on a community 
project and have already 
received her Silver 
Award and completed 
her training book. In 
order to earn their Silver 
Award, the girls of Troop 
1067 adopted Pottsville’s 
Joulwan Park in 2009. 
 “The Gold Award is the 
highest achievement that 
any Girl Scout can get,” 
Jessica McGovern said.
 Jessica McGovern 
is currently working on 
her project and intends 
to finish it by next year. 
She plans on starting 
a youth group that will 
help veterans and their 
families. 
 “[Veterans] fought for 
us, and now it’s our turn 
to give back,” she said.
 The first meeting was 

Photo Courtesy of AdAlie ZAnis

IMPROVE — PAHS juniors Rebecca Ohnmacht, Adalie Zanis and 
Jessica McGovern make headway at Joulwan Park. Ohnmacht 
and McGovern will be receiving their Gold Awards in the next 
year. The rest of Troop 1067 haven’t yet initiated their projects.

By: Seanna McCabe
PAHS Junior

in October at Providence 
Place, and she is 
currently looking for 
members. She plans to 
have the members create 
boxes for people serving 
their country and memory 
pillows made out of 
American flag bandanas 
for those who lost a loved 
one in the service.
 Jessica McGovern 
hopes to continue with 
her project until she 
graduates from high 
school, and then she will 
hand it down to another 
youth group member.
 Ohnmacht elected to 
improve the monarch 
butterfly population by 
distributing milkweed 
plants to people in her 
community.
 “The monarch 
butterfly’s population 
is decreasing due to 
deforestation, predators 
and destruction of their 
host plant,” Ohnmacht 
said.

 Ohnmacht took the 
plants to the Pottsville 
Farmers’ Market, and 
patrons who were willing 
to plant them were able  
to take one home. 
 The people who helped 
were asked to follow up 
via e-mail or Facebook. 

 The girls will all acquire 
a Girl Scout Gold Award 
pin for their outstanding 
work.
 “[The Gold Award] 
doesn’t happen 
overnight,” Ms. McGovern 
said.  “I am very proud of 
[the girls].”
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Pottsville Area School District 

Lara Swartz
Position: Social 
Worker
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience: 
Internship at DHH 
Lengel and JSC 
for two years
Graduated from:
Penn State 
University (B.S. in 
Psychology)
Temple University 
(Masters in Social 
Work)
Fun Fact: 
Backpacked 
across Europe for 
two weeks.

Alicia Fehr
Position: Math 
Teacher
School: DHH 
Lengel Middle 
School
Past Experience:
Northwest Middle 
School in Reading 
School District for 
one year
Graduated from:
Kutztown 
University
Fun Fact: Just 
married in Saint 
Lucia August 4th.

Samantha 
Lecher
Position: Social 
Studies Teacher
School: DHH 
Lengel Middle 
School
Past Experience: 
Student teacher 
at Northeast 
Middle School & 
student teacher 
at Reading-
Muhlenberg Vo-
Tech
Graduated from: 
Kutztown University
Fun Fact: Traveled 
to over 10 different 
countries.

Kara Prock
Position: 5th 
Grade Teacher
School: DHH 
Lengel Middle 
School
Past Experience: 
Taught 5th grade 
at St. Ambrose 
School for four 
years
Graduated from:
DeSales 
University (Special 
Education) 
Fun Fact: 
Loves Derek Jeter.

Robert 
Sheaffer
Position: 
7 and 8 Grade 
Social Studies 
Teacher
School: DHH 
Lengel Middle 
School
Past Experience:
Student teacher 
at Jersey Shore 
Middle School &
substitute at 
Mechanicsburg 
Middle School
Graduated from:
Lock Haven 
University
Fun Fact: Plays 
the guitar and the 
ukulele.

Patricia 
Zartman
Position: Family 
& Consumer 
Sciences
School: 
DHH Lengel 
Middle School
Past Experience:
Shikellamy High 
School for two 
years
Graduated from: 
Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania 
& Bloomsburg 
University
Fun Fact: Has a 
Labrador puppy 
named Trigger.

Kate 
Zimmerman
Position: Music 
Teacher
School: DHH 
Lengel Middle 
School
Past Experience:
Student teacher in 
Warwick School 
District
Graduated from:
Penn State 
University
Fun Fact: Loves to 
travel.

Jennifer Blake
Position: Autistic 
Support
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience: 
Teacher at New 
Story School in 
autistic support 
for three years & 
TSS with students 
with autism for four 
years
Graduated from: 
DeSales University 
& Alvernia University
Fun Fact: Plays 
softball for Make-
A-Wish Founda-
tion.

Kate Delenick
Position: 4th 
Grade Teacher
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience:
Student teacher 
and substitute 
in Pottsville Area 
School District for 
two years
Graduated from:
McDaniel College
Fun Fact: Is a life-
guard on the Cape 
May Beach Patrol 
in the summer

Derek 
DiRenzo
Position: 4th 
Grade Teacher
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience: 
Substitute in 
Pottsville Area 
School District for 
two years
Graduated from: 
Bloomsburg 
University
Fun Fact: 
Loves outdoor 
sports like skiing, 
golfing and 
mountain biking.
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welcomes 20 new faculty members

Jared Gerace
Position: Principal
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience:
Tech. Education 
teacher at Panther 
Valley and Blue 
Mountain & 
Assistant Principal 
Blue Mountain 
Elementary
Graduated from: 
Millersville 
University & Penn 
State University
Fun Fact: 
Enjoys hiking and 
fishing.

Kimberly 
Jackson
Position: 1st 
Grade Teacher
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience: 
Substitute teacher 
for three years
Graduated from: 
Bloomsburg 
University & 
Alvernia University
Fun Fact: Enjoys 
teaching aerobics 
classes at 
Champs Fitness 
Center.

Jill Quigley
Position: Autistic 
Support K-4
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience:
Worked at Easter 
Seals & has a 
sibling with special 
needs
Graduated from: 
Kutztown 
University
Fun Fact: Knows 
sign language.

Katie 
Koneschusky
Position: Biology 
Teacher
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience:
One year as 
a long-term 
substitute at 
Northwestern 
Lehigh School 
District
Graduated from: 
Wilkes University 
& Northwestern 
Lehigh
Fun Fact: Makes 
a delicious French 
onion soup.

Anthony 
Majorino
Position: 
English Teacher
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience: 
Student teacher 
at Pottsville Area 
High School
Graduated from: 
Penn State 
University
Fun Fact: Favorite 
movie is Annie 
Hall.

Tyler Moyer
Position: Business 
Education Teacher
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience:
Substitute teacher 
at Blue Mountain 
& student teacher 
at Schuylkill Haven 
and Pottsville
Graduated from: 
Bloomsburg 
University & 
Alvernia University
Fun Fact: 
Coached junior 
high football for 
Blue Mountain.

Erin Shaffer
Position: English 
Teacher
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience: 
Student teacher at 
Altoona Area High 
School
Graduated from:
Penn State 
University
Fun Fact: Loves 
playing field 
hockey, basketball 
and softball.

Craig Shoener
Position: 
Band Director
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience:
Taught at Nativity 
BVM High School 
& North Schuylkill
Graduated from: 
Mansfield 
University
Fun Fact: 
Volunteer 
firefighter in 
Pottsville for 30 
years.

Angela 
Snyder
Position: 1st 
Grade Teacher
School: John S. 
Clarke Elementary 
Center
Past Experience: 
History and middle 
school math 
teacher
Graduated from: 
Elizabethtown 
College
Fun Fact: Loves 
spending time 
with her four kids.

Jeffrey Godin
Position: Assistant 
Principal
School: Pottsville 
Area High School
Past Experience:
Taught high school 
math at Shamokin 
Area High School 
for nine years
Graduated from: 
Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania 
& University of 
Scranton 
Fun Fact: Loves 
Lord of the Rings 
and Star Wars 
movies.
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PAHS junior and seniors attend educational programs over 
summer vacation to prepare for success on future goals

MEET — At the summer 2012 TRiO Upward Bound, junior Sarah 
Wojcik (second from right) visits the Statue of Liberty in New 
York City with other attendees of the program. The purpose 
of TRiO Upward Bound was to help participants experience 
college life.

Photo Courtesy of sarah WojCik

Over the summer, 
PAHS seniors Molly 

Zwiebel and Michael 
Vinitski, and PAHS junior 
Sarah Wojcik attended 
special programs to teach 
them crucial skills needed 
in their futures. The 
programs ranged from 
journalism and leadership 
conferences to programs 
to prepare one for further 
college education. 
 Zwiebel was chosen to 
represent Pennsylvania 
in the Al Neuharth Free 
Spirit and Journalism 
Conference, which 
educates young 
journalists. 
 The event took place 
in Washington, D.C. from 
July 14-19. 
 Zwiebel was chosen 
based on her interest 
in pursuing a future in 
journalism. 
 She had to complete 
an application that 
included two essays: one 
describing herself as a 
free spirit and one that 
detailed her future career 
as a journalist. Along 
with this, she also 
submitted a portfolio of 
all her p a s t work.
 Zwiebel was chosen as 
one of only 51 students 
in the United States 
to join the program, 
representing the state of 
Pennsylvania. 
 During her time there, 
Zwiebel was able to visit 
the Newseum and USA 
Today, both of which Al 
Neuharth helped found. 
She also was able to see 
Capitol Hill and enjoy a 
cruise on the Potomac 
River.
 “I enjoyed every activity 
with 50 other best friends 
from across the nation. 
One of the best things 
was being with 50 other 
people who were just as 
passionate about telling 
stories, changing the 
world, curious and more,” 

By: Tyler Pangonis

PAHS Senior

Zwiebel said.
 Throughout this, 
Zwiebel learned more 
about both her rights and 
politics, changing 
the world of journalism 
and about individuals 
her age across the 
United States.
 “I learned the factors 
that hold us all together, 
our interests, our loves, 
our personalities,” 
she said.
 Zwiebel was able 
to spend time with the 
many directors who 
organized and prepared 
this program for the 
participants, and she 
met multiple other people 
on the trip, including 
civil rights activists John 
Lewis and Ernest “Rip” 
Patton.
 Zwiebel credited 
this experience with 
encouraging her to 
continue pursuing 
journalism. She was 
awarded $1,000 in 
scholarship money to 
continue her education, 
and the trip was fully 
sponsored by Al 
Neuharth and those 
involved.
 “It made me civically 
aware and even more 
interested in the future 
of my generation and 
America,” Zwiebel said.
 Vinitski was invited 
to the National Student 
Leadership Conference 
on Intelligence and 
National Security, which 
works to improve one’s 
leadership skills and 
teaches attendees about 
protecting one’s country. 
The event took place 
at American University 
in Washington, D.C. 
from June 17-22. Mike 
was invited due to 
his good grades and 
recommendations from 
other friends and family 
who attended National 
Student Education 
Conference programs.
 Vinitski attended 
leadership activities and 

trips throughout his time 
there, including a visit to 
the Pentagon. 
 He also was able 
to participate in crisis 
meeting workshops where 
the students had to work 
together and play their 
respective roles as a 
national security adviser.
 “We received a crisis 
and had to play within our 
roles to resolve the crisis 
in the most positive way 
possible,” Vinitski said.
 They were on a busy 
schedule and had 
something going on at 
every turn with other 
offered activities.
 “We had about five 
minutes to ourselves,” 
he said.
 Vinitski was able to 
meet many new people, 
including a friend from 
Seattle with whom he 
continues to stay in touch. 
Guest speakers like 
Brigadier General Vincent 
R. Stewart,Director of 
Intelligence, Marine 
Corps; Secretary 
Ray LaHood, head 
of the Department of 
Transportation; and Mr. 
James Clapper, Director 
of National Intelligence, 
were also present for the 
program.
 “Just listening to their 
stories and being in the 
same room with them 
was a great experience,” 
Vinitski said.
 Vinitski learned of the 
amount of time, effort 
and communication it 
takes to effectively protect 
the country, along with 
learning more leadership 
skills for his future.
 “I already knew I 
wanted to do something 
along those lines, but 
after attending the 
program, I’m now 100% 
certain that’s what I 
want to do in the future,” 
he said.
 Wojcik was invited to 
TRiO Upward Bound, 
which teaches one tips 
for college life and to 

simply be themselves, 
be honest, have fun and 
see friends. The event 
took place at Bloomsburg 
University from June 17 – 
July 26. 
 In order to join, one 
had to be interested in 
going to college. There 
was an application 
process with essays, 
where one was asked 
about herself and her 
future plans.
 Wojcik was able to 
live the college life. 
She was issued an ID 
badge and lived with a 
roommate. School work 
was assigned along 
with other fun activities, 
like Olympics, bowling, 
soccer and a talent show.
 “I got to sing a duet 
with Bethanna Perkins 
from Berwick. We may 
have done the worst 
singing in the world, but 
everyone was smiling 
and laughing and singing 
along with us. By the 
end of the night, there 
were people singing, ‘I’m 
walking’ on sunshine, 
WHOA!’ I think that it had 
to have been my favorite 
memory,” Wojcik said.
 Wojcik met many new 
friends that impacted her 
in many ways.
 “I think that my 

roommate, Laverne 
Donovan from 
Shikellamy, did a good 
job on helping me. She 
always woke me up in the 
mornings, we stayed up 
and had late talks, plus 
we just had fun. I learned 
I don’t have to always be 
the quiet, tiny, shy girl. 
I can be open and be 
myself around people,” 
Wojcik said.
 TRiO Upward Bound 
proved that school can be 
fun and a place to make 
new friends.
 “They don’t change 
your outlook. TRiO just 
helps you stay on the 
right track and helps 
you get into college 
and through the college 
years,” Wojcik said.
 All three students 
devoted much time over 
the summer to continue 
their education and better 
prepare themselves 
for their futures. Each 
became involved in a 
program that appealed to 
their own interests. They 
were able to learn more 
at their specific programs 
while also having fun 
and meeting new people. 
Each student was 
impacted in a special way 
by who they saw and 
what they heard. 
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Pennsylvania Department of Education changes 
standardized test from PSSA to Keystone for 2012
By: Adalie Zanis

PAHS junior

TEST — During an extended homeroom period, senior John 
Borchick completes an assignment on a computer while 
other grade levels were working on Keystone benchmark 
tests. The Pennsylvania Department of Education changed 
its standardized test from the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment, or PSSA, which was administered to juniors only, 
to the Keystones. The Keystones are subject-specific tests that 
will be given to freshmen, sophomores and juniors.

Photo By shea Polley

When one is given 
a test on short 

notice, it can be a hassle 
preparing for it. That 
is the current dilemma 
of Pottsville Area High 
School.
 In late July, the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Education announced 
that it would require 
the administration of 
Keystone exams instead 
of the Pennsylvania 
System of School 
Assessment, or PSSA. 
The PSSAs were the 
standardized test for 
grades three through 
eight  as well as high 
school juniors. 
 “The results of the test 
are important because 
we have very little other 
opportunity to show 
the community what 
great things we are 
accomplishing together 
here,” Mrs. Leslie Kraft, 
head of the English 
Department, said. “Test 
results become not just 
a measure of a single 
student on a single 
day, but how we work 
together as a school 
community and how 
we are preparing our 
students for the world.”
 Although Keystones 
are still standardized 
tests, they are based on 
a different standard than 
the PSSAs. 
 The Pennsylvania 
Common Core 
Standards, which the 
Keystones follow, cover 
a more narrow range of 
material than the PSSAs, 
but they delve deeper 
into the subjects they 
cover. 
 “PA Common Core 
standards go into more 

depth and a deeper 
understanding of the 
concepts,” Mrs. Mary 
Ellen Setlock, federal 
programs coordinator 
for the Pottsville 
Area School District, 
said. “Sometimes the 
criticism of educational 
practices across the 
Commonwealth is that 
current requirements 
force teachers to cover 
many facts. Our goal as 
educators should be to 
have students possess 
a deeper understanding 
of the key ideas behind 
the concept we are 
teaching.”
 The PSSAs, which 
are currently based on a 
different set of standards, 
contain reading, writing, 
math and science 
sections, adding up 
to a total of 12 tests. 
The subjects covered 
range from Algebra 1 to 
geometry and a mixture 
of general science.  
 The PSSAs will be 
reconstructed this year 
to meet the Common 
Core Standards. Grades 
three through eight 
will continue to take 
the PSSAs, while the 
high school will begin 
administering the 
Keystones. 
 “To prepare students 
for this test, we have 
been revising our 
curriculum since the 
state introduced the test 
about three years ago,” 
Mrs. Kraft said. “The 
most difficult part is that 
the state requirements 
are constantly changing 
and we are asked to 
respond to changes in 
the testing structure 
immediately.” 
 Since 2010, Pottsville 
Area School District has 
given students field and 

norming tests to help 
gauge how they would 
fare on the Keystones. 
These tests analyze the 
validity of the questions 
and predict the average 
scores. 
 “They were challenging 
but well-constructed 
tests. A lot of time 
and effort went into 
constructing the test,” 
Mrs. Setlock said. “We 
did extensive curriculum  
work on planning our 
course work to meet the 
rigor of the Keystone 
exams.” 
 In 2011, Keystones 
were suspended so the 
state could analyze them 
and make adjustments. 
Pennsylvania Governor 
Tom Corbett announced 
in his address in January 
2012 that the state would 
move forward with the 
Keystones. 
 This summer, it 
was announced that 
Algebra 1, biology and 
literature Keystones 
would be administered, 
which presents some 
challenges for the high 
school.   
 “We’ve done all 
sorts of curriculum 
and preparation on 
Keystones. Even 
though kids have 
completed these courses 
successfully, [they] might 
need review on certain 
concepts,” Mrs. Setlock 
said. “We haven’t been 
dragging our feet. We 
have been proactive in 
staying ahead of current 
state requirements.” 
 The Keystones are 
designed to be similar 
to a final exit exam that 
students take after they 
have completed the 
course on which they will 
be tested. 
 This year, there will 

be a total of six tests, 
taken by freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors 
December 3-14 and 
May 13-24. Students 
who pass, regardless of 
what grade they are in, 
will not have to take the 
Keystones again. 
 “Once we get through 
this transition phase, 
it should be like an 
exit exam, when it will 
be used the right way, 
when we have the right 
students taking it at the 
right time,” Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy, PAHS principal, 
said. 
 The Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) goal 
currently remains 100% 
proficient scores by 
2014, although that goal 
may be reevaluated 
because of the change 
in tests. 
 Freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors 
will take benchmark 
tests throughout the 
year to determine which 
students need assistance 
and in what areas the 
they are struggling. 

 Tutoring will be offered 
during study halls, lunch 
periods and after school. 
Students can also use 
Study Island for self-
improvement.  
 “We’re at a critical 
juncture here because 
we’re in school 
improvement, so we 
need to improve our 
scores and impress 
upon our students how 
important this is,” Mrs. 
Reedy said. 
 Starting with the class 
of 2017, students will be 
required to pass three 
Keystone exams to 
graduate. 
 Unlike the PSSAs, 
Keystones can be 
retaken until a proficient 
score is achieved. 
Students who do not 
score proficient will also 
take a required course. 
 “I like it more than the 
PSSAs because it’s more 
specific and you can take 
it more than once. You 
have more chances to 
get the best grade you 
can get,” sophomore 
Haley Ragazinsky said.  
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PASD Calendar
November
1 — Deadline to 
register for the 12/1 
SAT at Pottsville. 
ASVAB test. 
2 — Deadline to 
register for the 12/8 
SAT.
3 — SAT test at Blue 
Mountain.
5 — Report card 
distribution. 
7 — PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction.  
12 — JSC parent/
teacher conferences 
6-8 p.m. 
14 — JSC parent/

teacher conferences 
6-8 p.m.
15 — Lengel parent/
teacher conferences 
6-8 p.m. 
19 — PAHS parent/
teacher conferences. 
6-8 p.m. 
20 — Lengel parent/
teacher conferences 
6-8 p.m.  
22 – 26 —
Thanksgiving break. 
All schools closed. 
29 — PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m. 
December
1 — SAT at PAHS.
6 — PAHS Associated 

Choirs Christmas 
Concert 7:30 p.m. 
13 — Lengel Holiday 
Choral Concert at 
PAHS 7 p.m. 

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary Center: 
621-2947
DHH Middle School: 
621-2924
PAHS: 621-2962
Academic Center:    
621-2900
Wavelengths Staff 

• Ms. Bridget Freiler 
Adviser

• Kimberly Kroznuski   
PAHS senior

• Adalie Zanis         
PAHS junior 
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